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Principally Speaking  ▪  Liam King, Principal

This year started with great excitement as we
prepared to celebrate our 20th Anniversary and 
indeed there has been much to celebrate. 

Before long there were suggestions that this year 
was going to be unlike any other we had
experienced.
 
We were soon getting used to many new terms and 
acronyms……….first there was the MCO which 
led to the use of seesaw, google classroom, google 
meet and zoom.
 
We became accustomed to the ‘Continuity of
Learning’ while we worked remotely with one 
another. Our routines were completely changed and 
many of us were teaching or working online from 
our spare bedrooms or spaces in our homes.
 
Next came the CMCO which was then followed by 
the RCMO and as I write today, we are waiting
patiently for clarification of the next set of
announcements and Standard Operating
Procedures that will hopefully lead to a further 
relaxation and the return of CCA’s.
 
Throughout this time, I have been proud and
humbled by the dedication of our community as we 
have embraced these challenges, seen the positives 
and helped our community to move forward.
Therefore today I would like to take the opportunity 
to say thank you for everything our students and 
parents have done to support AISM so far this year, 
and also everything you are continuing to do as 
well. In recognition of this support, each student 
will receive a special gift from the school for you to 
enjoy as our way of showing our gratitude.

Charles Darwin was reported as saying:
‘It is not the strongest of the species that survives, 
not the most intelligent. It is the most adaptable to 
change.’

I like this quote as it reinforces one of the great 
strengths of our community which is our
adaptability, but I believe it falls a little short
because during 2020, AISM has not just survived, 
we have thrived and have emerged much stronger 
as a school, a community and as people as a result 
of this experience. We hope the students enjoy our 
small gift of gratitude and take this opportunity to 
say thank you to someone who has helped them in 
some way this year.

Thank you to all the parents and students who
completed our short survey on ‘Our School, Our 
Future’; we are currently collating the results and 
will share our findings in the coming weeks.

We are also in final stages of negotiations for 
refunds with the airlines for the School Camps and 
hope to make an announcement in the coming 
weeks. The current delay is in relation to the revised 
Standard Operating Procedures due to be
announced soon and implemented from September 
1, 2020. As soon as we know the outcome of this 
announcement we will let families know.

On Monday 31 August we celebrate Merdeka Day, 
which is the day the Federation of Malaya gained 
its independence from the UK in 1957. This day is 
normally celebrated with much pomp and
pageantry, signifying the unity of Malaysians of all 
races and creeds. Whilst the celebrations may be 
slightly different this year due to the RMCO we wish 
all our Malaysian families a very Happy
Independence Day.
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Junior School  ▪  Michelle Chaplin, Head of Junior School

Mindfulness Mastery

Across the school we have been practising Mindfulness, 
but do we know why? Year 5 has been learning all about 
the benefits, from feeling less stressed and sleeping better 
to becoming more focussed and acting with kindness. To 
help us really see and feel the benefits, we created our own 
Mindfulness Learning Goals. We are already on the way to 
achieving them!

Scientific Inquiry Spectacular!

Term 3 sees Year 5 on a scientific journey like no other! They are discovering that 
science is not simply about lab coats and black-rimmed glasses, but that there is 
also a Technology component. This means that the students have had to identify 
effective materials through our solids, liquids and gases experiments, then apply 
this new-found knowledge to a team project. Birgitta Olsen from Norway contacted 
AISM offering a HUGE investment of ONE MILLION RINGGIT into a new food delivery 
service called Food Blanda. The teams are currently working on their delivery 
box designs, creating a business logo and catchphrase, developing a radio jingle, 
testing prototypes and re-designing their delivery boxes. Eventually 
they will present their pitches to Birgitta herself. Here’s hoping the 
borders open so Birgitta can join us in person! We will keep you 
posted on the winning team - good luck Year 5 entrepreneurs!
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Sun-sational Artwork

As the sun sets on our most recent art project, Year 5 students have reimagined traditional Aboriginal dreamtime stories 
Thugine, the Rainbow and the Wandering Boys and The Legend of the Great Flood, in the form of oil-pastel silhouettes. 
Firstly, students planned a variety of sketches based on the stories’ themes, before selecting their final work. They then 
discovered a range of different blending techniques using oil pastels that they used to create striking sunsets which 
really made the foreground standout. All students worked exceptionally hard and the final results are outstanding.

Book Week Door Design Competition

Level 3 in the Junior School is full of Curious
Creatures and Wild Minds, so it seems only appropriate that 
Grade 5 students have put their thinking caps on to create
fantastic and outrageous door designs for this year’s Book 
Week competition theme. In what proved to be a hotly
contested battle in both 5G and 5W, students set their creative 
juices flowing as they planned, drew and coloured their way to 
door-design glory.

However, in the end, there could only be one winner from each 
class. In 5G, that honour went to Isabella Muir. Isabella mixed 
miniature monsters with monstrous literary characters and
well-known artists together. While in 5W, Er Naa Lai took the prize with her depiction of the character Catbus from the 
book My Neighbor Totoro.

Now, both Year 5 classes have set out to re-create Isabella and Er Naa’s visions on their respective classroom doors, in 
preparation for Book Week. Good luck!

The Peer Mentoring Committee Spreads a Message of Kindness in Book Week

To celebrate Book Week, the Year 5 leaders of AISM’s Peer Mentoring Committee, 
Cherish and Henry, came up with a wonderful idea - ‘Books with Buddies’. A 
book celebrating the committee’s values of friendship, kindness and inclusivity 
was hand delivered to each Homeroom in the Junior School; a student from each 
class then read the book aloud to their peers. At a time where we all have to 
keep a distance from each other just to stay safe, we hope that sharing a book 
helped our peers come together and feel a little closer this week.
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Middle and Senior Schools  ▪  Ivan McLean, Head of Middle and Senior Schools

It has been an exhausting fortnight for our Year 12 students who have been writing, listening, reading, speaking, playing and/or 
acting as part of their written, oral or practical Trial HSC examinations. Added to that, many of their Major Projects are coming 
to their final conclusions, so it has been a very busy time for Year 12 students. I would like to thank our examination invigilators 
(ALL parents and friends of the School), for giving of their time freely so that our students could experience conditions as close 
to the final examinations as possible!

We have also begun our Year 11 Leadership talks and voting process, with interviews continuing next week. Together with HSC 
Showcase events (for students only this time), International Award completion, the Cumulative Cross Country Competition, and 
more; the list of activities is enormous. I encourage EVERY student to utilise these opportunities as much as possible, for it is 
in these times that everlasting school friendships and memories are made. I also wish the Year 11 students all the best as they 
prepare for their end-of-course examinations in the final two weeks of Term 3.

Homework

AISM prides itself on its implementation of Visible Learning. One of the important 
facets of Visible Learning is prioritising and implementing teaching and learning 
“impacts” that are known to work best with children. One such method that Visible 
Learning has investigated is to do with homework. The effect size of homework for 
Secondary Students aggregates to somewhere about 0.64, which in plain English 
means that (good) homework in a secondary setting has a profound effect on learning. 
The following article/link by Tom Sherrington has an expanded view for those that 
would like to read more about Hattie’s work with homework: (click here)

As Middle and Senior School students, we would like to see our students achieve balance in their lives - in terms of activity, 
rest, homework (which includes study), social and emotional needs, and so on. This is the benefit of having a wide-ranging 
curriculum, too, that values a holistic approach to young people’s development.

At AISM, students are given homework that is meaningful, interesting, challenging and relevant to the curriculum. Study at 
home is an excellent opportunity to consolidate concepts and information introduced at school and to review material before 
tests and examinations. It also provides training for students in time management, and establishes habits of study,
vvconcentration and self discipline.

The nature and amount of homework will vary according to year levels, learning needs and subject requirements.

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES FOR HOMEWORK

Parent/Guardian Responsibilities:

• Take an active interest in homework and check that homework has been set.
• Encourage and support students to complete homework.
• Ensure that there is time set aside for homework throughout the week (five weeknights for Middle School  
   and one day of the weekend for Senior School).
• Provide, where possible, a dedicated place for homework.
• Support their child to balance the time spent between homework and recreational activities.
• Talk to teachers about any homework problems, including the nature of the homework and their child’s 
   approach to the homework.
• Alert the school to any domestic or extracurricular activities which may need to be taken into
   consideration when homework is being set or corrected.
• Ensure students use their Student Planner or a Diary App to record details about homework.

https://teacherhead.com/2012/10/21/homework-what-does-the-hattie-research-actually-say/
https://teacherhead.com/2012/10/21/homework-what-does-the-hattie-research-actually-say/
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Teacher Responsibilities:

• Ensure that students are aware of homework expectations and assessment.
• Set varied, challenging and meaningful homework that reinforces and consolidates work completed in class.
• Set a suitable amount of relevant homework which is appropriate to the year level and the ability of each
   student, set according to the Homework Time Allocation Guide (see below).
• Give students enough time to complete homework, taking into account home obligations, extracurricular
   activities and homework set by other teachers.
• Help students develop the organisational and time management skills needed for them to be responsible
   for their own learning.
• Ensure students write homework requirements in their Student Planner or a Diary App.
• Inform students of homework requirements via Google Classroom.
• Support students to develop research and reporting skills, including referencing.
• Mark homework promptly and appropriately, maintain accurate homework records and provide practical
   feedback to students and parents/guardians.
• Regularly monitor progress on summative assessments before the due date.
• Alert parents/guardians, and Homeroom Teacher/Year Level Coordinators, of any developing problems
   concerning their child’s homework and suggest strategies that they can use to assist their children with their homework.

Student Responsibilities
• Be aware of the School’s Homework Policy.
• Complete and submit all homework by the due date.
• Allow adequate time out of class for homework, including study and preparation for tests and assessments.
• Use the Student Planner or a Diary App to record homework requirements.
• Access Google Classroom in order to obtain information about homework requirements.
• Alert parents/guardians to homework expectations.
• Seek assistance from teachers and parents/guardians when difficulties arise.
• Ensure all homework is completed to a high standard.
• Develop an effective study timetable/homework routine in quiet surroundings conducive to effective study.
• Request an extension when there is prior knowledge of inability to complete or submit a summative assessment on 
   time at least 48 hours before the due date (refer to the MSS Submission of Assessment Guidelines).

HOMEWORK TIME ALLOCATION GUIDE

Middle School (Years 6 to 8)

The Homework Policy sets out the expectation for Middle School students to complete homework on five nights of 
the week for the following time allocations.

Year 6:  Approximately 60 to 70 minutes per night. 
Year 7:  Approximately 70 to 90 minutes per night. 
Year 8:  Approximately 90 to 100 minutes per night. 

Allocation of homework (minutes per week) for each Learning Area in each Year Level of the Middle School should 
follow the guidelines set out in the table below.
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Learning Area Year 6 Year 7 Year 8

English 70-80 80-100 95-100

Mathematics 70-80 80-100 95-100

Science 45-55 60-80 90-100

Geography/History 45-55 60-80 90-100

PDHPE 20-25 20-25 20-25

Languages 20-25 20-25 20-25

Visual Arts/Drama/Music 20-25 20-25 20-25

Design & Technology 10-15 10-15 10-15

Total minutes per night 60-70 70-90 90-100

Total minutes per week (average) 300-350 350-450 450-500

Senior School (Years 9 to 12)

The Homework Policy sets out the expectation for Senior School students to complete homework on five nights of the 
week for the following time allocations, plus one day of the weekend.

Allocation of homework (minutes per week) for each Learning Area in each Year Level of the Senior School should follow 
the guidelines set out in the table below.

Year 9: At least 90 to 120 minutes per night. 
Year 10: At least 120 to 150 minutes per night.
Year 11: At least 150 to 180 minutes per night. 
Year 12: At least 180 minutes per night.

Learning Area Year 9 Year 10

English 95-100 100-120

Mathematics 95-100 100-120

Science 90-100 100-120

Geography/History 90-100 100-120

PDHPE 20-25 20-30

Elective 1 20-25 60-80

Elective 2 20-25 60-80

Elective 3 20-25 60-80

Total minutes per night 90-120 120-150

Total minutes per week (average) 450-600 600-750
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Structure of Cells 

Please note:

These tables provide a guide of indicative times and reflect the typical average time allocations, but should not be seen 
as prescriptive. Teachers can and will vary the amount of homework set each week depending on the particular context of 
each class and a range of factors that influence homework tasks.

Please read this with your child as the start of an appropriate discussion about homework.

Upcoming MSS Events

HSC DT Showcase (DT students only) Wednesday, 2 September

Year 11 Examinations Monday, 7 September - Tuesday, 15 September

Last Day of Term 3/
Celebration Day for Year 12

Friday, 18 September

In Science this term, Year 8 is learning about the structure of cells 
and all the main organelles that you would find in both an animal and 
plant cell. We have learnt the organelles’ scientific names and their 
functions, as well as how to draw a proper diagram including all the 
specific components. We then moved on to our Term 3 Assignment, 
where our teacher allocated each of us a different cell to build, using 
materials found both at home and at school. I was given the Neuron 
Cell, also known as the nerve cell. The neuron is found throughout your 
body, in your brain, spinal cord and nerves.

It contains different organelles that we had learnt about in previous 
classes, but also new organelles that I got to investigate. My model
included many materials, such as beads, air dry and modeling clay, 
play dough, plastic tubing, paper mache, string, fairy lights, paint and 
even a squishy baguette. This project was fun and exciting and I think 
Year 8 has produced some amazing models; they will be displayed 
around the science labs, where you can go check them out and get 
inspired for your own projects.

Jasmin, Year 8G
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Year 9 and 10 Shakespeare Performance

Performing Arts

Coming out of the ‘Continuity of Learning Plan’, Drama students have 
let out a massive sigh of relief. “Finally, we can get back into the Drama 
space and perform!”. Drama classes have been looking a little different 
these days. Students wear masks when performing and are now
completing workshops with social distancing in place. Although it may 
look a little different, we are having the same amount of fun. This term the 
Year 6 and 7 Drama classes have been starting their major works which 
will be performed in Term 4. They have been given their stimulus topics 
and are now busy collaborating and writing their scripts.  

The 9/10 Elective Drama class have been studying the style and form of 
Shakespeare’s plays. We have looked at language, characterisation,
relationships and the importance of intent when acting compared to 
emotion. Students were given the chance to pick a play that brought some 
interest, block it on stage and rehearse and refine their performances. In 
Week 6 they performed in the Black Box Theatre and were able to use 
props, sound and lighting. Unfortunately they could not have an audience 
in the space; however, with the help of Vino, we were able to record their 
plays.

I am so impressed with how the 9/10 students took on the role of staging 
their own plays. They showed responsibility, enthusiasm and maturity. 
Throughout this year they have improved so much and should be
extremely proud of themselves. Whilst most of our plays will be performed 
in Term 4, make sure you are on the lookout for some more amazing
performances from our Year 11 Drama students coming in Week 8!

Samantha Lindsay, Drama Teacher

Hamlet, Sara Yap & Lomani Ritchie

Romeo & Juliet, Aidan Low & Jesse 
Sadural

The Comedy of Errors, Claire Schroeder 
& Greta Garfagnini

The Merchant of Venice, Nathan
Saldanha, Oliver Lee & Oswald Yong

Twelfth Night, Medha Menon, Tanishqa 
Cole & Tipho Dlamini

As You Like It, Ishwarya Krishna & 
San-Marie Faber

Click the image above to watch the video.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HYcjqwI1zas
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Year 6 and 7 Music have been catching up on lost time and doing their ukulele tasks from earlier in the year. Year 6 had to 
choose their own tempo adventure and perform their version of “Lean On Me” using a backing track between 90 and 130 
BPM.

Year 7 had to perform their own unaccompanied arrangement and version of “Let It Be” by the Beatles. Both year groups 
had to navigate the 5 marking criteria which included; correct chord and finger placement, clear tone colour and sound, 
a creative strumming pattern, solid rhythm, beat and timing and the most important criteria was to play in the BlackBox 
theatre under lights with confidence and musical expression in front of a caring audience of peers in a safe respectful 
environment.

All students passed their respective tasks and should be congratulated on an awesome week of Music creation.

Year 6 and 7 Ukulele
Greg Thwaites, Head of the Arts
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JASS Silver & Bronze Award Completion

Katrina Reece, Head of Learning Enrichment
Learning Enrichment & e³

Whole School

Congratulations to Ethan Cheam (Bronze), Chloe Tai (Silver) & Chong Yong Ho (Silver), Year 5

Congratulations to both Chong Yong Ho and Chloe Tai for completing their Silver Awards 
for the Junior Award Scheme for Schools. Also to Ethan Cheam for completing his 
Bronze Award.

These student’s achievements were evidenced across the following areas and fulfilled 
the required time commitments:

Chloe and Chong Yong have now commenced working towards their Gold Levels, and Ethan has started work on Silver 
award. They are all aiming to complete these by the end of 2020.

My Interests

developing an interest or 
learning a new skill

Get Active, Stay Active

taking part in sport and
physical activity

Me and My World

contributing to the local
community

Adventure

outdoor activity and
learning, including team

work and problem solving

Chong Yong Ho, Year 5

Chloe Tai, Year 5

Ethan Cheam, Year 5
Hiking in Bukit Bendera
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Me & My World - Junior Award Scheme for Schools (JASS) 
Chloe Tai, Year 5G

Part of the JASS program is to complete a section called ’Me and My World’ which is about helping others or the environment 
without expecting anything in return. I am planning to organise an online fundraiser called  ‘Zero to Hero’ to raise funds for 
MAKE-A-WISH (http://www.makeawish.org.my/). I wanted to do this fundraiser for JASS because it’s for a good cause. 

I will be baking and selling cakes, bread, and other pre-loved goods to raise money for MAKE-A-WISH. The money that I earn 
will go to their organization. Other than that, the money people donate through Zero to Hero (https://www.simplygiving.com/
zero-to-hero-1) will also go to MAKE-A-WISH.

JASS encourages me to do such things and gives me goals to work towards. JASS also makes me want to do good deeds 
like raising money for charity. JASS has really taught me about time-management and how to plan my activities. 

JASS is a good way to encourage me to want to do something that I probably wouldn’t be motivated to even think about, let 
alone start. JASS takes hard work, but the reward of feeling like you have accomplished your goals, and overcome
challenges, is definitely worth it. 

Some fun things that I got to do was going to District 21 last year for ‘My Adventure’ during the school day with my JASS 
teammates. This year I went white water rafting for ‘My Adventure’. I also got to bake and paint for ‘My Interests’. 

The best part is getting a medal to recognise my achievements and as a memory of my efforts.

http://www.makeawish.org.my/
http://www.makeawish.org.my/
https://www.simplygiving.com/zero-to-hero-1
https://www.simplygiving.com/zero-to-hero-1
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Yearbook Photo Day

Middle and Senior School (Wednesday, 2 September)

Time Group

8:45 am MSS BARRACUDAS

9:00 am Under 11 Girls Netball

9:10 am MSS ISAC Athletics

9:20 am Under 13 Boys Basketball

9:30 am Under 15 Boys Basketball

9:40 am Under 15 Boys Volleyball

9:50 am Under 15 Girls Volleyball

10:00 am Under 15 Girls Basketball

10:10 am Under 15 Girls Netball

10:20 am Under 13 Girls Netball

10:30 am Cast of Fame Jr

11:10 am Showband

11:20 am Year 11 Band

11:25 am Year 8 Bands 
M.A.S.I.A Prodigies
Black Rose
Immune
The Kancils
Big Brain Moh
Hai Hai
Who’s Joe?

11:45 am Year 9-10 Bands
Ish Ish Fish
Something Wicked

Junior School (Thursday, 3 September)

Time Group

8:50 am JS BARRACUDAS

9:10 am JS ISAC ATHLETICS

9:30 am JS Basketball

9:40 am JS Soccer

9:50 am JS Touch

10:00 am JS Netball

10:10 am JS Basketball

10:20 am Young Voices

It’s that time of the year again! We will be having our Yearbook Photo Day next Wednesday and Thursday. Kindly see the 
schedule below for each photo session. You may contact your respective Deputy Head of School should you have any 
questions or concerns.

AISM Face Masks

Our all new AISM face masks are now available in the vending 
machine located right in front of the Finance office on Level 1. 
The face masks come in 3 different sizes which are S, M and L. 
Each mask is priced at RM15.

Students who wish to purchase extra face masks can do so from 
the vending machine. If assistance is required, kindly approach 
the Finance office front desk.


